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that the conflict in the mind of man, his moral disinte-
gration, was the cumulative result of his social experience.
The corollary to this conclusion is that a reconstruction
of human society on the basis of more democratic politi
cal institutions and more equitable economic relations is
the crying need of our time.

But practice demonstrated the superficiality of this
view; the disease defied the remedy prescribed. Political
instability spread even to the few remaining countries
which still retained the facade of parliamentary demo-
cracy, the ominous shadow of totalitarianism (nationalist,
socialist, communist) eclipsed liberty; the appeal of dicta-
torship grew more and more irresistible. The economic
crisis aggravated everywhere; attempts to provide economic
security spelled drift towards regimentation, even under
formal parliamentary democracy; violent revolutions
destroyed liberty, while the Utopia of social justice and
economic equalky remai^^ed as far as ever.

The disconcerting experience demanded a more
penetrating enquiry, which led to the discovery that the
roots of all the evils of the modern world could be traced
to the absence of man's faith in himself. If better insti-
tutions are the need of the time, there must be men with
the faith in the capacity to do so The new institutions,
to be stable, must be built from tjie bottom up. That
cannot be done by governments, political parties, even
great dictators. Institutions imposed from above col-
iapse_ when they are not sustained by lire mtetiigent will
of individual men and women composing society. But
today men live in an atmosphere of helplessness and